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SERMON 

On    EPHESIANS    v.    14. 

Avaks  thou,  that  Jltcpijl,    and  arije  from  the  dead, 
and  Chrifi  jhall  give  thee  light. 

IN   difcourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  {hall,  with  the 
help  of  God, 

I.  Defcribe  the  fleepers  to  whom  they  are  fpoken. 

II.  Inforce   the  exhortation,   Awake  thou  that 

-Oeepeft,  and  artfe  from  the  dead.     And, 

III.  Explain  the  promiie  to  fuch  as  do  awake 
and  arife  ;  Chrift  (hall  give  thee  light. 

1.  i.  And  full,  as  to  the  fleepers  here  fpoken  to. 
By  fieep  is  fignified  the  natural  flate  of  man  ;  that 
deep  fieep  of  the  foul,  into  which  the  fin  of  Adam 
hath  cafl  all  who  fpring  from  his  loins:  that  fupine- 
nefs,  indolence  and  ftupidity;  that  infenfibility  of 
his  real  condition,  wherein  every  man  comes  into 
the  world,  and  continues  till  the  voice  of  God 
awakes  him. 

2.  Now  they  that  fieep,  fieep  in  the  night.  The 
flate  of  nature  is  a  flate  of  utter  darknefs  ;  a  flate 
wherein  darknefs  covers  the  earth,  and  grofs  dark- 
nefs  the  people.  The  poor  unawakencd  {inner,  how 
much  knowledge  foevcr  he  may  have  as  to  other 
things,  has  no  knowledge  of  himfelf :  in  this  re- 
fpect  heknoweth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know, 
lie  knows  not  that  he  is  a  fallen  fpirit,  whofe  only 
bufinefs  in  this  prcfent  world  is  to  recover  from  his 
fall,  to  regain  that  image  of  God  wherein  he  was 
created,     lie   fees  no  neceffity   for   the  one  thing 
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needful,  even  that  inward  univerfal  change,  that 
birth  from  above,  (figured  out  by  baptifm,)  which 
is  the  beginning  of  that  total  renovation,  that  lane* 
tification  of  fpirit,  foul  and  body,  without  which  no 
man  fhall  fee  the  Lord. 

3.  Full  of  all  difeai'es  as  he  is,  he  fancies  himfelf 
an  perfett  health  ;  faft  bound  in  mifery  and  iron,  he 
dreams  that  he  is  happy  and  at  liberty.  He  fays, 
peace,  peace,  while  the  devil,  as  a  flrong  man 
armed,  is  in  full  poffeffion  of  his  foul.  He  deeps 
on  ftill,  and  takes  his  reft,  though  hell  is  moved 
from  beneath  to  meet  him  ;  though  the  pit  from 
whence  there  is  no  return,  hath  opened  its  mouth 
to  fwallow  him  up.  A  five  is  kindled  around  him, 
yet  he  knoweth  it  not ;  >ea,  it  burns  him,  yet  he 
lays  it  not  to  heart. 
'  4.  By  one  who  fleeps,  we  are  therefore  to  under- 
hand (and  would  to  God  we  might  all  underdand 
it!)  a  fmner  fatisfied  in  his  fins;  contented  to  re- 
main in  his  fallen  ftate,  to  live  and  die  without  the 
image  of  God;  one  who  is  ignorant  both  of  his 
difeafe  and  of  the  only  remedy  for  it  1  one  who 
never  was  warned,  or  never  regarded  the  warning 
voice  of  'God,  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  : 
One  that  never  yet  law  he  was  in  danger  of  hell- 
fire,  or  cried  in  the  earneflnefs  of  his  foul,  What 
mud  I  do  to  be  faved  ? 

5,  If  this  deeper  be  not  outwardly  vicious,  his 
deep  is  ufually  the  deeped  of  all :  whether  he  be  of 
the  Laodicean  fpirit,  neither  cold  nor  hot,  but  a 
quiet,  rational,  inoftenfive,  good-natured  profeffor 
of  the  religion  of  his  fathers:  or  whether  he  he 
zealous  and  orthodox,  and  after  the  draited  left  of 
our  religion  lives  a  pharifee,  that  is,  according  to 
the  fcriptural  account,  one  that  judifies  himlelf : 
one  that  labours  to  eftablifh  his  own  righteoufnefs, 
as  the  ground  of  his  acceptance  with  God.      _ 

6.  This  is  he,  who  having  the  form  of  godlmefs, 
denies  the  power  thereof;  yea,  and  probably  reviles 
it  wheresoever  it  is  found,  asmere  extravagance  and 
delufion.  Mean  while,  the  wretched  felf-deceiver 
thanks  God  that  he  is  not  as  other  men  are  ;  adul- 
terers, 
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terers,  unjuft,  extortioners  ;  no,  he  doth  no  wrong 
to  any  man.  He  fads  twice  in  the  week,  ufes  all 
the  means  of  grace,  is  conftant  at  church  and  facra- 
ment ;  yea,  and  gives  tythes  of  all  that  he  hath, 
does  all  the  good  that  he  can:  touching  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  the  law,  he  is  blamelefs  :  he  wants  no- 
thing of  godlinefs,  but  the  power;  nothing  of  reli- 
gion but  the  fpirit ;  nothing  of  chtiftianity,  but 
the  truth  and  the  life! 

7.  But  know  ye  not,  that  however  highly  efteem- 
ed  among  men  fueh  a  chriftian  as  this  may  be,  he 
is  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  an  heir 
of  every  woe,  which  the  Son  of  God  yefterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever  denounces  agairtft  fcribes  and 
phariiees,  hypocrites !  He  hath  made  clean  the  out- 
ride of  the  cup  and  the  platter,  but  withi-»  is  full  of 
all  filthinels.  An  evil  difeafe  cleaveth  Hill  unto 
him  ;  fo  that  his  inward  parts  are  very  wickednefs. 
Our  Lord  fitly  compares  him  toapaintedfepulchre, 
which  appears  beautiful  without:  but  neverthelels 
is  full  of  dead  men's  bones,  and  of  all  uncleannefs. 
The  bones  indeed  are  no  longer  dry  ;  the  finews  and 
the  flefh  are  come  upon  them,  and  the  fkin  covers 
them  above  :  but  there  is  no  breath  in  them,  no 
Spirit  of  the  living  God.  And  if  anv  man  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his.  Ye  are 
Chrift's,  if  fo  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in 
you.  But  if  not,  God  knoweth  that  ye  abide  in 
death,  even  until  now. 

8.  This  is  another  character  of  the  deeper  here 
fpoken  to.  lie  abides  in  death,  though  he  knows 
it  not.  He  is  dead  unto  God,  dead  in  trefpaifes  and 
fins.  For,  to  be  carnally  minded,  is  death.  Even 
as  it  is  written,  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  fin  :  and  fo  dcatli  palled  upon 
all  men,  not  only  temporal  death,  but  likewifc  fpi- 
jitual  and  eternal.  In  the  day  thou  eatcfl(faid  God 
to  Adam)  thou  fhalt  finely  die;  not  bodily  (unlefs 
as  he  then  became  mortal)  but  fpiritually;  thou 
fhalt  lole  the  life  of  thy  foul:  thou  (halt  die  to  God, 
fhalt.  be  feparatcd  from  him  thy  cflcntial  life  and 
happincfe. 

A3  9.  Thus 
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9«  Thus  firft  was  diflblved  the  vital  union  of  our 
foul  with  God;  ipfomuch  that  in  the  midft  of  natu- 
ral life  we  are  now  in  fpiritual  death.  And  herein 
we  remain,  till  the  fecond  Adam  becomes  a  quick- 
ening fpirit  to  us;  till  he  raifes  the  dead,  the  dead 
in  fin,  in  pleafurc,  riches,  or  honours.  But  before 
any  dead  foul  can  live,  he  hears  (hearkens  to)  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God;  he  is  made  fenhble  of  his 
loft  eftatej  and  receives  the  fentence  of  death  in 
himfelf.  He  knows  himfelf  to  be  dead  while  he 
liveth,deadtoGodand  all  fhethingsof  God;  having 
no  more  power  to  perform  the  aclions  of  a  living 
chriftian,  than  a  dead  body  to  perform  the  functions 
of  a  living  man. 

10.  And  moft  certain  it  is,  that  one  dead  in  fin, 
has  not  foi  fes  exercifed  to  difcern  fpirituaigood  and 
evil;  having  eye?,  he  fees  not  ;  he  hath  ears,  and 
hears  not.  He  doth  not  tafte  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious.  He  hath  not  feen  God  at  any  lime,  nor 
heard  his  voice,  nor  handled  the  word  of  life.  In 
Vain  is  the  name  of  Jefus  like  ointment  poured 
forth,  and  all  his  garments  fmell  of  myrrh,  aloes, 
and  cafiia.  The  foul  that  fleepeth  in  death,  hath 
no  perception  of  any  obje6ts  of  this  kind.  His 
heart  is  paft  feeling,  and  underftandeth  none  of 
thefe  things. 

it.  And  hence,  having  no  fpiritual   fenfes.  no 

inlets  of  fpiritual   knowledge,  the  natural  man  re- 

ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  nay, 

he  is  fo  far  from  receiving  them,  that  whatsoever  is 

fpiritualiy  difcerned,   is  mere  foolifhnefs  unto  him. 

He  is  not  content  with  being  utterly  ignorant  of 

fpiritual  things,  but  he  denies  the  very  exiftenceof 

them.      And    fpiritual   fenfation  itfelf  is  to  him  the 

foolifhnefs  of  folly.  How,  faith  he,  can  thefe  things 

be?  How  can  any  man  know    he  is  alive  to  God  ? 

Even  as    you  know,    that  your  body  is  now  alive. 

Faith  is  the  life  of  the  foul ;  and  if  ye  have  this  life 

abiding  in  you,  ye  want  no  mark  to  evidence  it  to 

you  del  f,  but  that  divine  confeioufnefs,  that  witnefs  of 

God.  which  is  more,  and  greater,  than  ten  thoufand 

htohun  witnellc,?,  *£>  ^ 
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12.  If  he  doth  not  now  bear  witnefs  with  thy 
fpirit,  that  thou  art  a  child  of  God,  O  that  he 
might  convince  thee,  thou  poor  unawakened  (in- 
ner, hy  his  demonftration  and  power,  that  thou  art 
a  child  of  the  devil !  O  that  as  I  prophefy,  there 
micrht  now  be  a  noife  and  a  fhaking,  and  may  the 
bones  come  together,  bone  to  his  bone!  Then  come 
from  the  four  winds,  O  Breath,  and  breathe  on 
thefe  (lain  that  they  may  live  !  and  do  not  ye  harden 
your  hearts,  and  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  even 
now  is  come  to  convince  you  of  fin,  becaufe  you 
believe  not  on  the  name  of  the  only-begotten  Son 
of  God, 

II.  i.  Wherefore,  Awake  thou  that  flee pe ft,  and 
arife  from  the  dead.  God  calleth  thee  now  by  my 
mouth",  and  bids  thee  know  thyfelf,  thou  fallen 
fpirit,  thy  true  Mate,  and  only  concern  below. 
What  meancft  thou,  O  fleeper?  Arife!  call  upon 
thy  God,  if  fo  be  thy  God  will  think  upon  thee, 
that  thou  perifh  not.  A  mighty  tempeft  is  ftirred 
up  roundabout  thee,  and  thou  art  fmking  into  the 
depths  of  perdition,  the  gulph  of  God's  judgments. 
If  thou  wouldft  efcape  them,  caft  thyfelf  into  them. 
Judge  thyfelf,  and  thou  fhaltnot  be  judged  of  the 
Lord. 

2.  Awake,  awake  !  ftand  up  this  moment,  left; 
thou  drink  of  the  Lord's  hand  the  cup  of  his  fury; 
ftir  up  thyfelf  to  lay  hold  on  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
thy  Righteouinefs,  mightv  to  fave  !  Shake  thyfelf 
from  the  duft.  At  leaft,  let  the  earthquake  of 
God's  threatenings  fhake  thee.  Awake,  and  cry  out 
with  the  trembling  gaoler,  What  mull  I  do  to  he 
Saved?  And  never  reft,  till  thou  believed  on  the 
Lord  Jcfus,  with  a  faith  which  is  his  gift  by  the 
operation  of  his  Spirit. 

3.  If  I  (peak  to  any  one  of  von  more  than  to  ano- 
ther, it  is  to  thee,  who  fhinkeft  thyfelf  unconcerned 
in  this  exhortation.  I  have  a  meflagc  from  God 
unto  thee.  In  his  name  I  warn  thee  to  flee  from 
•  -■  wrath  to  come.  Thou  unholy  foul,  lee  thy 
picture  in  condemned  Peter,  lying  in  thedajkdun- 

g.-on, 
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geon,  between  the  foldiers,  bound  with  two  chains, 
the  keepers  before  the  door  keeping  the  prifon.  The 
night  is  far  fpent,  the  morning  is  at  hand,  when  thou 
art  to  be  brought  forth  to  execution.  And  in  thefe 
dreadful  circumftances,  thou  art  fa  ft  afleep  ;  thou 
art  faft  afleep  in  the  devil's  arms,  on  the  brink  of 
the  pit,  in  the  jaws  of  everlafting  deftru&ion, 

4.  O  may  the  angel  of  the  Lord  come  unto  thee, 
and  the  light  fhine  into  thy  prifon!  And  mayeft  thou 
feelthe  ftrokeof  an  almighty  hand, raifing  thee  with, 
"  Arife,  up  quickly,  gird  thyfelf,  and  bind  on  thy  fan- 
dais,  caft  thy  garment  about  thee,  and  follow  me!" 

5.  Awake,  thou  everlafting  fpirit,  out  of  thy 
dream  of  worldly  happinefs.  Did  not  God  create 
thee  for  himfelf?  Then  thou  can  ft  not  reft,  till 
thou  refteft  in  him.  Return,  thou  wanderer.  Fly 
back  to  thy  ark.  This  is  not  thy  home.  Think 
not  of  building  tabernacles  here.  Thou  art  but  a 
ftranger,  a  fojourner  upon  earth;  a  creature  of  a 
day,  but  juft  launching  out  into  an  unchangeable 
ftate.  Make  hafte,  eternity  is  at  hand.  Eternity 
depends  on  this  moment,  an  eternity  of  happinefs, 
or  an  eternity  of  mifery  ! 

6.  In  what  ftate  is  thy  foul?  Waj  God,  while  I 
am  yet  (peaking,  to  require  it  of  thee,  art  thou 
ready  to  meet  death  and  judgment?  Canft  thou 
ftand  in  his  fight,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be- 
hold iniquity?  Art  thou  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light?  Haft  thou 
fought  the  good  fight,  and  kept  the  faith?  Haft 
thou  fecured  the  one  thing  needful?  Haft  thou 
recovered  the  image  of  God.  even  righteoufnefs  and 
true  holinefs?  Haft  thou  put  off"  the  old  man  and  put 
on  the  new?   Art  thou  clothed  upon  with  (Thrift? 

7.  Haft  thou  oil  in  thy  lamp?  Grace  in  thy 
heart?  Doft  thou  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy 
foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength?  Is  that  mind  in 
thee  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  Art  thou  a 
chriilian  indeed,  that  is,  a  new  creature  ?  Are  old 
things  pafl  avvav,  and  all  things  become  new? 

8,  Art 
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8.  Art  thou  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature? 
Knowelt  thou  not,  that  Chrift  is  in  thee,  except 
thou  be  reprobate?  Knowed  thou  that  God  dwel- 
leth  in  thee,  and  thcu  in  God,  by  his  Spirit  which 
lie  hath  given  thee?  Knowed  thou  not,  that  thy 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  thou 
halt  of  God?  Hall  thou  the  witnefs  in  thyfelf? 
The  earneft  of  thine  inheritance?  Art  thou  iealed 
by  that  Spiritof  promifeuntotfi'edayof  redemption  ? 
Haft  thou  received  the  Holy  Ghoft? — Or  dolt  thou 
ftart  at  the  queftion,  not  knowing  whether  there  be 
any  Holy  Ghoft? 

c;.  If  u  offends  thee,  be  thou  allured  that  thou 
neither  art  a  chriftian^  nor  defireft  to  be  one.  Nay 
thy  very  prayer  is  turned  into  fin  ;  and  thou  haft  fo- 
lemnly  mocked  God  this  very  day,  by  praying  for 
the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  thou  didft 
not  believe,  there  was  any  fuch  thing  tobe  received. 

10.  Yet  on  the  authority  of  God's  word,  and  our 
own  church,  I  fnuft  repeat  the  queftion,  Haft  thou 
received  the  Holy  Ghoft?  If  thou  haft  not,  thou 
art  not  yet  a  chriftian :  for  a  chriftian  is  a  man  that 
is  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  power! 
Thou  art  not  yet  made  a  partaker  of  pure  religion, 
and  undcfiled.  Doll  thou  know  what  religion  is? 
That  it  is  a  participation  of  the  divine  nature  :  the 
life  of  God  in  the  foul  of  man:  Chrift  formed  in 
thee,  the  hope  of  glory;  happincfs  and  holinefs  ; 
heaven  begun  upon  earth :  a  kingdom  of  God 
within  thee;  not  meat  and  drink:  no  outward 
thing;  but  righteouinefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft?  An  everlafting  kingdom  brought  into 
thy  ioul:  a  peace  of  God  that  paiTet'n  all  under- 
(landing,  a  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory? 

11.  Knoweft  thou,  that  in  Jefus  Chtift  neither 
circumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion, 
but  faith  that  worketh  bv  love;  but  a  new  crea- 
tion? Sccft  thou  the  neccfllty  of  that  inward 
change,  thdt  fpiritual  birth,  that  life  from  the  dead, 
that  holinefs?  And  art  thou  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  without  it  no  man  fhall  lee  the  Lord?  Art 
thou  labouring  alter  it?     Giving    all  diligence   to 

make 
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make  thy  calling  and  eledion  fure  ?,  Working  out 
thy  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  ?  Agonizing 
to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  ?  Art  thou  in  earned 
about  thy  foul  ?  and  canft  thou  tell  the  Seareber  of 
Hearts,  Thou,  O  God,  art  the  thing  that  I  long  for? 
Lord,  Thou  knoweft  all  things,  Thou  knoweft  that 
I  would  love  thee? 

12.  Thou  hopeft  to  be  faved— -but  what  reafon 
haft  thou  to  give  of  the  hope  that  is  in  thee  ?  Is  it 
becaufe  thou  haft  done  no  harm  ?  Or,  becaufe  thou 
haft  done  much  good?  Or,  becaufe  thou  aft  not 
like  other  men;  but  ivife,  or  learned,  or  honeft 
and  morally  good?  Efteemed  of  men,  01  of  a  fair 
reputation?  Alas,  all  this  will  never  bring  thee  to 
God.  It  is  in  his  account  lighter  than  vanity. 
Doft  thou  know  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath  fent  ? 
Hath  he  taught  thee,  that  by  grace  we  are  faved 
through  faith ;  and  that  not  of  ourfelves;  it  is  the 
gift  of  God:  not  of  works,  left  any  man  mould 
hoaft?  Haft  thou  received  the  faithful  faying,  as  the 
whole  foundation  of  thy  hope,  that  Jefus  "Chrift 
came  into  the  world  to  fave  hnners  ?  Haft  thou 
learnt  what  that  meaneth,  I  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance  ?  I  am  not 
fent  but  to  the  loft  fheep?  Art  thou  (he  that 
heareth,  let  him  underftand  !)  loft,  dead?  Damned 
already?  Doft  thou  know  thy  deferts?  Doft  thou 
feel  thy  wants?  Art  thou  poor  in  fpirit  ?  Mourning 
for  God,  and  refufing  to  be  comforted?  Is  the 
Prodigal  come  to  himfelf,  and  well  content  to  be 
therefore  thought  befide  himfelf,  by  thofe  who  are 
ftdl  feeding  upon  the  hufks  which  he  had  left? 
Art  thou  willing  to  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus?  And 
doft  thou  therefore  fuffer  perfecution  ?  Do  men 
lay  all  manner  of  evil  againft  thee  falfely  for  the  Son 
of  man's  fake  ? 

13.  O  that  in  all  thefe  queftionsye  may  hear  the 
voice  that  wakes  the  dead,  and  feel  that  hammer  of 
the  word,  which  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces! — If 
ye  will  hear  his  voice,  to-day,  while  it  is  called  to- 
day, harden  not  your  hearts.  Now  awake  thou 
that  fleepeft  in  fpiritual  death,  that  thou  lleep    not 
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m  death  eternal !  Feel  thy  loft  eftare,  and  arife  from 
the  dead.  Leave  thine  old  companions  in  (in  and 
death.  Follow  thou  Jefus,  and  let  the  dead  bury 
their  dead.  Save  thyfelf  from  this  untoward  gene- 
ration. 'Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  thou 
feparate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  the 
Lord  fhall  receive  thee,  Chrift  fhall  give  thee 
light. 

III.  1.  This  promife  I  come  laftly  to  explain.— 
And  how  encouraging  a  consideration  is  this,  that 
whofoever  thou  art  who  obeyed  his  call,  thou 
canft  not  feek  his  face  in  vain  !  If  thou  even  now 
awakeft,  and  arifeft  from  the  dead,  he  hath  bound 
himfelf  to  give  thee  light.  The  Lord  fhall  give  thee 
grace  and  glory :  the  light  of  his  grace  here,  and 
the  light  of  his  glory,  when  thou  recc'weft  the 
crown  that  fadcth  not  away.  Thy  light  fhall  break 
forth  as  the  morning,  and  thy  darknefs  be  as  the 
noon-day.  God  who  commandeth  the  light  to 
fhine  out  of  darknefs,  fhall  fhine  in  thy  heart,  to 
give  thee  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  On  them  that  fear 
the  Lord,  fhall  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arife  with 
healing  in  his  wings.  And  in  that  day  it  fhall  be 
faid  unto  thee,  Arife,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  come, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee;  for 
Chrift  fhall  reveal  himfelf  in  thee:  and  he  is  the 
true  Light. 

t.  God  is  the  Light,  and  will  give  himfelf  to 
every  awakened  linner  that  waiteth  for  him  :  and 
thou  fhalt  then  be  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  and 
Chrift  fhall  dwell  in  thy  heart  by  faith;  and  being 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  thou  fhalt  be  able  to 
comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth, 
and  length, and  depth,  and  heightof  all  that  love  of 
Chrift  which  paffeth  knowledge,  that  thou  mayeft 
be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 

3.  Ye  fee  your  calling,  brethren.  We  are  called 
to  be  an  habitation  of  God  through  his  Spirit:  and 
through  his  Spirit  dwelling  in  us,  to  be  faints  here, 
and  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
right.     So  exceeding  great  are  the  promifes  which 
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are  given  to  uss  actually  given  unto  us  who  believe. 
For  by  faith  we  receive  not  the  fpiritof  the  world, 
but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  the  fum  of  all  tbb 
promifes,  that  we  may  know  the  things  that  are 
freely  given  to  us  of  God. 

4.  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  that  great  gift  of  God, 
which  at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners  he 
hath  promifed  to  man,  and  hath  fully  beftowed 
fince  the  time  that  Chrift  was  glorified.  Thofe  pro- 
mifes before  made  to  the  fathers,  he  hath  thus  ful- 
filled •,  I  wiM  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  cauJe 
you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes*.  I  will  pour  water 
upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry 
ground:  I  will  pour  my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed,  and 
my  bleffing  upon  thine  offspring:}:. 

5.  Y^may  be  all  living  witneffes  of  thefe  things: 
of  remiifion  of  fins,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
If  thou  canft  believe,  all  things  are  poflible  to  him 
that  believeth.  Who  among  you  is  there  that 
feareth  the  Lord,  and  yet  walketh  in  darknefs,. 
and  hath  no  light  ?  I  afk  thee  in  the  name 
of  Tefus,  believed  thou  that  his  arm  is  not 
fhortened  at  all?  That  he  is  ftill  mighty  to  fave? 
That  he  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever  ? 
That  he  hath  now  power  on  earth  to  forgive  fins  ? 
Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven.  God, 
for  Chrift's  fake,  hath  forgiven  thee.  Receive  this, 
not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  it  is  indeed,  the 
word  of  God;  and  thou  art juftified  freely  through 
faith.  Thou  fhalt  be  fanclified  alfo  through  faith 
which  is  in  Jefus,  and  fhalt  let  to  thy  feal,  even  thine, 
that  God  hath  given  unto  us  eternal  life,  and  this 
life  is  in  his  Son. 

6.  Men  and  brethren,  let  me  freely  fpeak  unto 
you:  and  fuffer  ye  the  word  of  exhortation,'even 
'from  one  the  leaft  efteemed  in  the  church :  your 
confcience  bearing  you  witnefs  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
that  thefe  things  are  fo,  if  fo  be  ye  have  tailed  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious.  This  is  eternal  life,  to  know 
the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath 
fent.     This  is  experimental  knowledge  ;  and  this 
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alone  is  true  chriftianity.  He  is  a  chriftian  who 
hath  received  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  He  is  not  a 
chriftian,  who  hath  not  received  him.  Neither  is 
it  poflible  to  have  received  him,  and  not  know  it. 
For  t  at  that  day  (when  he  cometh,  faith  our  Lord) 
ye  fhall  know,  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and  you  in 
me,  and  I  in  you.  This  is  that  Spirit  of  truth,  whom 
the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  feeth  him  not, 
neither  knoweth  him.  But  ye  know  him  :  for  he 
dwells  with  you,  and  fhall  be  in  you. 

7.  The  world  cannot  receive  him,  but  utterly  re- 
jcfteth  the  promife  of  the  Father,  contradicting  and 
blafpheming.  But  every  fpirit  which  confeffeth  not 
this,  is  not  of  God.  Yea,  this  is  that  fpirit  of  an- 
tichrift,  whereof  ye  have  heard,  thatitfhould  come* 
into  the  world,  and  even  now  it  is  in  the  world.  He 
isantichrift,  whofoever  denies  the  infpiration  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  or  that  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  God  is 
the  common  privilege  of  all  believers,  the  blefling 
of  the  gofpel,  the  unfpeakable  gift,  the  univerfal 
promife,  the  criterion  of  a  real  chriftian. 

8.  It  nothing  helps  them  to  fay,  °  We  do  not 
deny  the  afliftance  of  God's  Spirit,  but  only  this 
infpiration,  this  receiving  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
being  jfenhble  of  it.  It  is  only  this  feeling  of  the 
Spirit,  this  being  moved  by  the  Spirit,  or  filled  with 
it,  which  we  deny  to  have  any  place  in  found  re- 
ligion.'' But  in  only  denying  this,  you  deny  the 
whole  fcriptures,  the  whole  truth,  and  promife,  and 
tcftimony  of  God. 

9.  Our  own  excellent  church  knows  nothing  of 
this  devilifh  diftinftion  ;  but  fpeaks  plainly  of 
*  feeling  the  Spirit  of  Chrift;  of  being  J  moved 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  knowing  and  §  fueling 
there  is  no  other  name  than  that  of  Jefus,  wherebv 
we  can  receive  any  falvation.  She  teaches  us  alio 
to  pray  for  the  [I  infpiration  of  the  Holv  Spirit:  yea, 
that  we  may  be  t  filled  with  the  Holv  Ghoft.  Nav, 
and  every  prefbyter    of  hers   profeiles    to   receive 

+  John  xiv.  20.  *  Art.  1-.  J  O Sec  of  confeerating  Priefls. 
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the  Holy  Ghoft  by  the  impofition  of  hands.  There- 
fore to  deny  any  of  thefe,  is,  in  effeft,  to  renounce 
the  church  of  England,  as  well  as  the  whole  chrif- 
tian  revelation. 

io.  But  the  wifdom  of  God  was  always  foolifh- 
.nefs  with  men.  No  marvel  then  that  the  great  myf- 
tery  of  the  gofpel  fhould  be  now  alfo  hid  from  the 
wife  and  prudent,  as  well  as  in  the  days  of  old  ; 
that  it  fhould  be  almoft  univerfally  denied,  ridi- 
culed, and  exploded  as  mere  frenzy,  and  all  who  dare 
avow  it,  Mill  branded  with  the  names  of  madmen 
and  enthufiafts.  This  is  that  falling  awav  which 
was  to  come,  the  general  apoftafy  of  all  orders 
and  degrees  of  men,  which  we  even  now  find  to 
have  overfpread  the  earth.  Run  to  and  fro  in  the 
ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  and  fee  if  you  can  find  a  man; 
a  man  that  lovelh  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his 
heart,  and  ferveth  him  with  all  his  ftrength.  How 
does  our  own  land  mourn  (if  we  look  no  farther) 
under  the  overflowings  of  ungodlinefs  ?  What  vil- 
lanies  of  every  kind  aie  committed  day  by  day? 
Yea,  too  often  with  impunity,  by  ihoie  who  fin. 
with  an  high  hand,  and  glory  in  their  fhame  ? 
Who  can  reckon  .up  the  oaths,  curfes,  profanenefs, 
blafphemies:  the  lying,  the  flandering,  evil-fpeak- 
ing;  the  fabbath-breaking,  gluttony,  drunkennefj, 
revenge ;  the  whoredoms,  adulteries,  and  various 
v.ncleannefs  :  the  frauds,  injufiice,  oppreffion,  ex- 
toition,   which  overfpread  our  land  as  a  flood  ? 

11.  And  even  among  thofe  who  have  kept  them- 
felves  pure  from  thofe  groffer  abominations,  how 
much  anger  and  pride,  and  how  much  floth  and 
idler.eis,  how  much  foftne'fs  and  effeminacy,  how 
much  luxury  and  felf-indulgence,  how  much  co- 
vetoufuels  and  ambition,  how  much  thirft  of  praife, 
how  much  love  of  the  world,  how  much  lear  or 
man  is  to  be  found  ?  Mean  while,  how  little  of 
true  religion?  For  where  is  he  that  loveth  either 
God  or  his  neighbour,  as  he  hath  given  us  com- 
mandment ?  On  the  one  hand  are  thofe,  who  have 
not  lb  much  as  the  form  of  godlinefs  :  on  the  other, 
thofe  who  have  the  form  only:  there  flands  the 
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open,  there  the  painted  fepulchre.  So  that  in  very 
deed,  whofoeverwere  earneftly  to  behold  any  pub- 
lic gathering  together  of  the  people,  (I  fear  thofe 
in  our  churches  are  not  to  be  excepted)  might  eafily 
perceive,  that  the  one  part  were  Sadducees,  and 
the  other  Pharifees;  the  one  having  almoft  as  little 
concern  about  religion,  as  if  there  was  no  refurrec- 
tion,  neither  angel,  nor  fpirit :  and  the  other  making 
it  a  mere  lifelefs  form,  a  dull  round  of  external  per- 
formances, without  either  true  faith,  or  the  love  of 
God,  or  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

12.  Would  to  God  I  could  except  us  of  this  place. 
Brethren,  my  heart's  defire  and  prayer  to  God  for 
you  is,  that  ye  may  be  faved  from  this  overflowing 
of  ungodlinefs,  and  that  here  may  its  proud  waves 
be  ftayed  !  But  is  it  fo  indeed  ?  God  knoweth,  yea 
and  our  own  confeience,  it  is  not.  We  have  not 
kept  ourfelves  pure.  Corrupt  are  we  alfo,  and 
abominable  ;  and  few  are  there  that  underftand  any 
more,  few  that  worfhip  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
We  too  are  a  generation  that  fet  not  our  hearts 
aright,  and  whole  fpirit  cleaveth  not  ftedfaftly  unto 
God.  He  hath  appointed  us  indeed,  to  be  the  fait 
of  the  earth:  but  if  the  fait  hath  loll  its  favour  it 
is  thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  caff,  our 
and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  ot  men. 

1  3.  And  fhall  I  not  viht  for  thefe  things,  faith  the 
Lord,  fhall  not  my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation 
as  this  ?  Yea,  we  know  not  how  foon  he  may  fay  to 
the  fword,  «  Sword,  go  through  the  land  !"  he  hath 
given  us  along  fpace  to  repent.  He  lets  us  alone 
this  year  alfo.  But  he  warns  and  awakens  us  by 
thunder.  His  judgments  are  abroad  in  the  earth. 
And  wc  have  all  reafon  to  expect  that  hcaviell  of 
ail,  even  that  he  fhould  come  unto  us  quicklv,  and 
remove  our  candlellick  out  of  its  place,  except  wc 
repent  and  do  the  firft  works  ;  uniefs  we  return  to 
the  piinciples  of  the  Reformation,  the  truth  and 
limplicity  of  the  gofpel.  Perhaps  wc  are  now  re- 
h  fling  the  lafl  effort  of  divine  grace  to  fave  us. 
Pet  haps  we  have  well  nigh  filled  the  mcafure  of  our 
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iniquities,  by  reje&ing  the  counfcl  of  God  again ft 
ourielves,  and  cafting  out  his  meffengers. 

14.  O  God,  in  the  midft  of  wrath  remember 
mercy  !  Be  glorified  in  our  reformation,  not  in  our 
deflru&ion !  Let  us  hear  the  rod,  and  him  that 
appointed  it.  Now,  that  thy  judgments  are  abroad 
in  the  earth,  let  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  learn 
righteoufnefs. 

15.  My  brethren,  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  awake 
out  of  fleep,  before  the  great  trumpet  of  the  Lord 
be  blown,  and  our  land  becomes  a  field  of  blood. 
O  may  we  fpeedily  fee  the  things  that  make  for  our 
peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  our  eyes !  "  Turn 
thou  us,  O  good  Lord,  and  let  thine  anger  ceafe 
from  us.  O  Lord,  look  down  from  heaven,  be- 
hold and  vifit  this  vine:  and  caufe  us  to  know  the 
time  of  our  vifitation.  Help  us,  O  Godof  our  fal- 
vation,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name :  O  deliver  us, 
and  be  merciful  to  our  fins*  for  thy  name's  fake  ; 
and  fo  will  we  not  go  back  from  thee.  O  let  us  live, 
and  we  fhall  call  upon  thy  name.  Turn  us  again, 
O  Lord  God  of  hofts,  fhew  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance, and  we  fhall  be  whole." 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abun- 
dantly above  all  that  we  can  afk  or  think,  according 
to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us:  unto  him  be 
glory  in  the  church  by  Chrift  Jefus,  throughout  all 
jges,  world  withaut  end.     Amen. 
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